AN ACT
ENTITLED, An Act to provide for the certification of distance learning providers and to authorize
the Board of Education to promulgate rules relating to distance learning courses and to declare
an emergency.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. For purposes of this Act, distance learning is the technology and educational process
used to provide instruction when the student and primary instructor are not physically present at the
same time or place.

Section 2. No distance learning provider may provide courses through distance learning to any
student in an accredited elementary or secondary school in this state unless the distance learning
provider has a certificate issued by the secretary of the Department of Education authorizing the
distance learning provider to provide the courses.

Section 3. The South DakotaBoard of Education shall promulgate rul es pursuant to chapter 1-26
defining adistancelearning provider, and establishing the requirementsand criteriathat an applying
provider must meet in order to be issued a distance learning certificate by the secretary of the
Department of Education. Therulesshall specify the duration and the method of renewal, theamount
of thefee, not to exceed one hundred dollars, for issuing a certificate, the application proceduresfor
acertificate, therequirementsfor certification, and other proceduresnecessary for theadministration
of distance learning certification.

Section 4. The board shall also promulgate rules pursuant to chapter 1-26 establishing priorities
and eligibility for distance learning courses.

Section 5. Wheress, this Act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, or safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this Act shall be in full force and

effect from and after its passage and approval.
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